
   

 

Tom Riefe’s Sculpture, Light-
house 
By Cora Williams, Arts Educator  

 

We all know that in Minnesota, once spring has begun, sum-
mer is never too far behind. Although this year’s spring has 
been wrought with strange new adjustments, we can all look 
to nature for its constant march forward in seasons.  
 
At Silverwood, our transition into the summer months is a 
very exciting one as this is often a time that we add new 
sculptures to our sculpture trail. This year we will be welcom-
ing the work of Tom Riefe, a Milwaukee artist whose interest 
centers on creating an enlivened awareness of the world 
through an experience with art. The piece to be installed at 
Silverwood early this summer is Lighthouse. Eight feet tall, 
the sculpture will reside in the prairie near the current loca-
tion of Trygve Nordberg’s Erosion Machine, behind the staff 
offices on the western edge of the park. Comprised of an alu-
minum frame and iridescent film, the piece creates a small 
welcoming space for a few people to enter and view the 
world. 
 
The plastic panes that surround you as you stand in the cen-
ter of the Lighthouse act as a multicolored wall of filtered 
windows, adding undulations and color to the prairie grasses 
and oak savannah that lie beyond. This enhanced filter over 
the landscape invites us to inquire about the detail we see in 
the natural setting around us. Looking through the film at the 
level of the grasses, you can see how the plastic affects the 
textures and colors of the bluestems, sedges, and wild ryes 
throughout the prairie. This altered view of the tall grasses is 
almost like taking a macro picture with a heavy filter over the 
lens. This transformation at the ground level directs our at-
tention to the world of small insects and critters down by our 
feet. When you stand up and peer through the top panes of 
the sculpture’s filters at the white oaks scattered throughout 
the north side of the prairie, you can imagine, in one mo-
ment, all of the shifting colors of the leaves throughout the 
year. 
 
As we look forward to the final installation date for Light-
house, we would like to invite you to visit our park and inter-
act with Tom Riefe’s work as well as the other sculptures on 
our trails. Take a couple of minutes with each piece and ask 
how this art might change the way you view the surrounding 
natural world. Explore the park with these new discoveries 
and you are sure to experience Silverwood in a creative new 
way! 
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at Silverwood Park in the summer of 

2020.   
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A Note from Seth Eberle, Silverwood 
Park’s Volunteer Liaison 
 
 
With all that is happening in the world, Silverwood has 

had to dramatically shift what programs and opportuni-

ties are available over the summer for volunteers and 

park guests.  We are currently working a month-by-

month basis in order to make sure we keep staff, volun-

teers, and participants safe alongside being sure that we 

follow all guidelines from the Minnesota Department of 

Health and the CDC.  Know that we are glad that you 

volunteer for us, and we hope that you are willing to 

jump in as we have a need for volunteers this summer.  

As such, the only opportunities that I have listed in this 

newsletter are those that can be accomplished while 

physical distancing.   

 

When volunteer opportunities are happening onsite at 

Silverwood, we would ask that you wear a mask and 

follow physical distancing guidelines.  If there is an 

equipment need, I will identify what that equipment is, 

and we would ask that you bring your own so that you 

do not share equipment with others and there is no need 

to disinfect between uses.  There may also be other spe-

cial needs to consider that I will be sure to communicate 

as things shift and change this summer.   

 

Be on the look out for future communication about vol-

unteer opportunities.   I look forward to the day when I 

can see you in person, until then, I hope that you stay 

safe and healthy and are able to enjoy the outdoors and 

are still able to visit Silverwood from time to time.   

 

-Seth Eberle, Silverwood Park Volunteer Liaison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Volunteer Opportunities 

Garden Maintenance and Watering 
 
 Assist with watering, weeding, and maintaining our 

dyer’s garden.  We also need good progress photos 

of plants growing over the course of the summer.  

Be prepared to bring your own gloves, trowels, and 

gardening tools in order to participate as well as a 

camera or cell phone that can take photos.   

 
 Best for those who enjoy working in the dirt and 

are excited to work independently outdoors.  Per-

fect for a budding or experienced photographer.   

 

 

Coloring Page Creation 
 Silverwood is posting coloring pages every Satur-

day to our Facebook page for kids to engage in fur-

ther art and nature exploration.  We would like col-

oring pages to link to Silverwood, art, and nature.  

To create a coloring page, draw a page design on a 

white sheet of paper and outline it in black marker.  

Snap a clear, high quality photo, and we will con-

vert it to a file that can be shared on Facebook. 

  
 Best for those who are confident in their drawing 

and cartooning ability.   

 
Pen Pal Letter Writing 
 Silverwood has consistently programmed within 

assisted living facilities and memory care units 

across the metro area.  The current situation has 

not allowed us to provide a break in the day with 

art and nature-based programming.  To continue to 

engage with our partners, we have been writing a 

monthly newsletter and encouraging residents to 

write us back.  We would like to respond to every 

resident that writes to us.  If you are willing to 

help, please email Seth, and he will set you up with 

everything you need and create a process for pick-

ing up and dropping of letters at Silverwood.   

 

 
 Best for those who enjoy writing letters and com-

fortable with letter-writing that may not receive a 

response.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To volunteer for any projects, call or email Seth Eberle 

at seth.eberle@threeriversparks.org or 612-508-6217.  

He will connect you with the staff person leading the 

project.   
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Make Art at Home 

Are you interested in making something that we have enjoyed making at Silverwood Park?  This corner of each volun-

teer newsletter will be dedicated to showing how to make something that we have enjoyed making at the park.  This 

watercolor flower project to create home made cards for the mail is fun, easy, and sure to wow your friends.   

 

If you want to learn how to make more projects like this, you can also volunteer at Make and Mingle in the future.   


